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Gardens of Sin 

Gardens of Death 

Gardens of Life 

 
Good Friday 

A Garden of Death:  

The Tomb 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC              “Stay with Us”                          Pelz 
      (The Adult Choir) 

           

Stay with us, till night has come: our praise to you this day be sung.  Bless 
our bread, open our eyes: Jesus, be our great surprise.  Walk with us, our 
spirits sigh: hear when our weary spirits cry Feel again our loss, our pain: 
Jesus, take us to your side.  Walk with us, the road will bend: make all our 

weeping, wailing end.  Wipe our tears, forgive our fears: Jesus, lift the 
heavy cross. Talk with us till we behold a joyful life unfold: Heal our eyes to 

see the prize: Jesus take us to the light.  Stay with us, till day is done: no 
tears nor dark shall dim the sun: cheer the heart your grace impart. Jesus, 

bring eternal life. 

 
THE TOLLING OF THE BELL    

(33 times – one for each year of Jesus’ earthly life) 
 

THE HYMN          "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross"   LSB 425 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for  whom 

our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given into the 
hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; through the same 
Jesus Christ, who now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
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OFFERING                  (The offering is gathered in silence.) 
 

THE SERMON HYMN     "Savior, When in Dust to Thee"   LSB 419 

THE SERMON TEXT          John 19:38-42 
38After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the 
body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away 
his body. 39Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in 
weight. 40So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with 
the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41Now in the place where 
he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in 
which no one had yet been laid. 42So because of the Jewish day of 
Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 

  
THE SERMON                     A Garden of Death: The Tomb 

 
+ THE FIRST WORD + 

SENTENCES  [The pastor reads from his chair.] 

P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed the world. 
P God did not spare His own Son, 
C but gave Him up for us all. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
                            Isaiah 53:3 
P He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and 

acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces He 
was despised, and we esteemed Him not. 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING       "Lamb of God"    Arr. F. Melius Christiansen 

(The Adult Choir) 
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                                                                                              Luke 23:33-34 
P And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 

crucified Him, and the criminals, one on His right and one on His left. 
And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." 
And they cast lots to divide His garments. 

 

PRAYER 
P Let us pray. O innocent Jesus, by false witness and lies You were 

condemned to death, but by Your true witness You showed us the way 
of life. Make us to remember how our sins and evil words and thoughts 
condemn us, and let us not be found false and faithless on the day 
when God holds court. 

C Amen.  

 
HYMN        "Jesus, I Will Ponder Now"     LSB 440, vv. 1, 2, 4 

 
Jesus, I will ponder now On Your holy passion; 

With Your Spirit me endow For such meditation. 
Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish 

Of Your suff'ring, pain, and death That I may not perish. 
 

Make me see Your great distress, Anguish, and affliction, 
Bonds and stripes and wretchedness And Your crucifixion; 

Make me see how scourge and rod, Spear and nails did wound You, 
How for them You died, O God, Who with thorns had crowned You. 

 
Grant that I Your passion view With repentant grieving. 

Let me not bring shame to You By unholy living. 
How could I refuse to shun Ev'ry sinful pleasure 

Since for me God's only Son Suffered without measure? 
 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Public domain. 
Tune: JESU KREUZ, LEIDEN UND PEIN, Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615, Public domain. 
 

REFLECTION (The first candle is extinguished.) 
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+ THE SECOND WORD + 

SENTENCES 
P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed the world. 
 

P Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after Me 
C cannot be My disciple. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
            Isaiah 53:4 
P Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we  
    esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
 

                Luke 23:38-43 
P There was also an inscription over Him, "This is the King of the Jews." 

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, "Are You 
not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, 
saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due 
reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong." And he 
said, "Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom." And He 
said to him, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise." 

 

PRAYER 
P Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, You said, "Whoever does not take up 

his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me." Grant us grace to bear 
whatever cross may be ours to carry; and grant that by Your cross the 
world may be crucified to us and we to the world, and that through 
Your cross and passion we may gain life everlasting. 

C Amen. 
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MUSICAL OFFERING       "Not My Will, But Thine "   Ruth Elaine Schram 

          (The Adult Choir) 
 

“Come with me, come with me to Gethsemane.  Stay with me, 
pray with me in my hour of need, for my soul is sorrowful, 
troubled and distress; for my soul is sorrowful to the point of 
death.”  Aching heart, breaking heart, failing to His knees, 
praying to the Father ‘neath the flowering trees.  “Everything is 
possible, possible for Thee; if it be possible, take this cup from 
Me!  Abba, Father, I will drink my fill; bitter dregs, bitter dregs, 
on Calvary’s Hill!  Abba, Father, Show me Thy say.  I will follow 
today; not My will, but Thine.”  ‘Neath the weight of the cross 
willingly He trod, up the hill to Calvary, blessed Son of God!  In 
His heart, saying, praying all the time, in His heart saying, “Not 
My will, but Thine.” 

 

REFLECTION (The second candle is extinguished.) 

 

+ THE THIRD WORD + 
SENTENCES 
P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed the world. 
 

P The Lord has laid on Him the guilt of us all. 
C He was smitten for the people's transgressions. 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
                Isaiah 53:5 
P But He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our 

iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with His stripes we are healed. 
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John 19:25-27 
P But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and His mother's 

sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw 
His mother and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to 
His mother, "Woman, behold, your son!" Then He said to the disciple, 
"Behold, your mother!" And from that hour the disciple took her to his 
own home. 

 

PRAYER 
P Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, You have said: "Take My yoke upon 

You and learn from Me; for My yoke is easy, and My burden is light." 
Grant that, as You bore Your cross willingly for love of us, we may bear 
our cross for the love of You. Give us grace in every trial and 
temptation, and save us by Your cross and passion. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN            "Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted"          LSB 451,  vv. 1 & 3 
 

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, See Him dying on the tree! 
'Tis the Christ, by man rejected; Yes, my soul, 'tis He, 'tis He! 
'Tis the long-expected Prophet, David's Son, yet David's Lord; 

Proofs I see sufficient of it: 'Tis the true and faithful Word. 
 

Ye who think of sin but lightly Nor suppose the evil great 
Here may view its nature rightly, Here its guilt may estimate. 
Mark the sacrifice appointed, See who bears the awful load; 

'Tis the Word, the Lord's anointed, Son of Man and Son of God. 
 
Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855, alt. Public domain. 
Tune: O MEIN JESU, ICH MUSS STERBEN, Geistliche Volkslieder, Paderborn, 1850 Public domain. 

REFLECTION (The third candle is extinguished.) 

+ THE FOURTH WORD + 
SENTENCES 
P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed the  world. 
P Those who sow in tears 
C shall reap with shouts of joy. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 
               Isaiah 53:6 
P All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned---every one---to his 

own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
                       Mark 15:33-34 
P And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole 

land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My God, My God, 
why have You forsaken Me?" 

 

PRAYER 
P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You hate nothing that You 

have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us a 
new and contrite heart, that we, lamenting our sins and holding to Your 
mercy, may receive full forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN                                  "O Dearest Jesus"                LSB 439, vv. 1, 7, 15 
  

O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken 
That such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken? 
Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession, 
What dark transgression? 

O wondrous love, whose depth no heart hath sounded, 
That brought Thee here, by foes and thieves surrounded! 
All worldly pleasures, heedless, I was trying 
While Thou wert dying. 

And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in Heaven 
To me the crown of joy at last is given, 
Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee, 
I, too, shall praise Thee. 

REFLECTION (The fourth candle is extinguished.) 
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+ THE FIFTH WORD + 
SENTENCES 
P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed the world. 
 

P They have pierced My hands and feet. 
C I can count all My bones; they stare and gloat over Me. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
               Isaiah 53:10 

P Yet is was the will of the LORD to crush Him; He has put Him to 
grief; when His soul makes an offering for guilt, He shall see His 
offspring; He shall prolong His days; the will of the LORD shall 
prosper in His hand. 

              John 19:28 

P After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to 
    fulfill the Scripture), "I thirst." 
 
PRAYER 

P Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, nailed to the cross for us, 
    crucify in us all that is evil. With Your precious blood cleanse us 
    from all our sins, renew a right spirit within us, and strengthen 
    our hearts to forgive. 
C Amen. 
HYMN                    "O Sacred Head, Now Wounded"         LSB 450,  vv. 1, 5, 7 

 

O sacred Head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed 
down, Now scornfully surrounded With thorns, Thine only crown. 

O sacred Head, what glory, What bliss, till now was Thine! Yet, 
though despised and gory, I joy to call Thee mine. 
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What language shall I borrow To thank Thee, dearest Friend, 
For this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end? 

O make me Thine forever! And should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never, Outlive my love for Thee. 

 

Be Thou my consolation, My shield, when I must die; 
Remind me of Thy passion When my last hour draws nigh. 

Mine eyes shall then behold Thee, Upon Thy cross shall dwell, 
My heart by faith enfold Thee. Who dieth thus dies well. 

 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; German version, Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Public domain. 
Tune: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612. Public domain. 

 

REFLECTION (The fifth candle is extinguished.) 

 

+ THE SIXTH WORD + 
SENTENCES 
P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed the 
world. 
 

P Surely He has borne our griefs 
C and carried our sorrows. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
               Isaiah 53:11 

P Out of the anguish of His soul He shall see and be satisfied; by 
His knowledge shall the righteous one, My servant, make many 
to be accounted righteous, and He shall bear their iniquities. 
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  John 19:29-30 

P A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of 
the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to His mouth. 
When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished," 
and He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 

 

PRAYER 
P Let us pray. Gracious and loving Father, as You listened to Your 

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in the midst of His agony and 
suffering, so hear the cries of Your people and teach us in all 
humility and obedience to call on You in all our needs, trusting 
that You will never leave us nor forsake us. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN                            "O Perfect Life of Love"            LSB 452, vv. 1, 2, 5 

O perfect life of love! All, all, is finished now, 
All that He left His throne above To do for us below. 

 
No work is left undone Of all the Father willed; 

His toil, His sorrows, one by one, The Scriptures have fulfilled. 
 

In perfect love He dies; For me He dies, for me. 
O all-atoning Sacrifice, I cling by faith to Thee. 

 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77, alt. Public domain. 
Tune: SOUTHWELL, William Daman, c. 1540-91. Public domain. 
 
REFLECTION (The sixth candle is extinguished.) 

 

+ THE SEVENTH WORD + 
SENTENCES 
P We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 
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C by Your cross and precious death You have redeemed the 
world. 
 

P Christ, for our sake, became obedient to the point of death, 
C even death on a cross. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
            Isaiah 53:12b 

P He poured out His soul to death and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet He bore the sin of many, and makes 
intercession for the transgressors. 

               Luke 23:46 

P Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into Your 
hands I commit My spirit!" And having said this He breathed His 
last. 

 
PRAYER 
P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, out of tender love 

toward Your creation, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, 
to become our flesh and to suffer death on the cross. Mercifully 
grant that we may both follow the example of His patience and 
also be made partakers of His resurrection. 

C Amen. 
 
HYMN                           "Were You There"               LSB 456, vv. 1 – 3   
 

(Men)  

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh . . . Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
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(Women)  

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

Oh . . . Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

 
(All)  

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

Oh . . . Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

  

REFLECTION (The seventh candle is extinguished.) 
 

CHORAL MEDITATION    "Go to Dark Gethsemane"   Gordon Young 
            (The Adult Choir) 

 

Go to dark Gethsemane, Ye who feel the tempter’s pow’r, your Redeemer’s 
conflict see watch with Him one bitter hour, turn not from His griefs away, 
learn of Jesus Christ to pray. Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of 

life arraigned. O, the wormwood and the gall!  O the pangs His soul 
sustained! Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn of Him to bear the 

cross. Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; there adoring at His feet, mark 
the miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete: “It is finished!” hear Him 
cry.  Learn of Jesus Christ to die, learn of Jesus Christ to die. Blessed Savior, 

now in love send Thy Spirit from above; come and dwell in us we pray, 
Amen, Amen. 

 

 (The Paschal Candle is carried out. The roll of the drum symbolizes the 
death of Christ and the tombstone being dropped into place. The Christ 

candle now returns to the sanctuary.) 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
SILENCE FOR MEDITATION 

(Please exit in silence.) 
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Gardens of Sin, Gardens of Death, Gardens of Life 
 

 
 

25 March, Good Friday: A Garden of Death: The tomb. 
                       12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

27 March, Easter:  A Garden of Life: Mistaken for a Gardener 
                         8:00 p.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

*A Continental Breakfast will be served in the church garden between 
services. 

 

 


